
 

 

Mr LUIS AYALA, Secretary General 

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL 

 

Podgorica, 3 June 2020 

Dear Luis, 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Democratic Party of Socialists and in my own name I would like to use 

this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for the interest you expressed regarding 

Montenegrin response to the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Such an 

approach you took confirms the vision of our International: to build better future for the 

mankind through closer cooperation in various fields, determined to defeat the 

pandemic - our common enemy at the beginning of 21st century - as soon as possible.  

Corona Free status is now a symbol that makes Montenegro recognizable all around the 

globe. Montenegro is the first country in the region of the Western Balkans and in 

Europe that was able to declare the end of the epidemic according to the WHO rules 

and practices. We successfully completed the first stage of the fight. It was the fight for 

the highest value – human lives. State bodies and the entire Montenegrin society have 

shown an enviable level of responsibility in dealing with this new challenge. More than 

20000 people were tested in Montenegro, which is a high percentage given the small 

size of our population. All the tests we used were PCR tests. Montenegro registered 324 

diseased persons, which is 0.005% of our population. We managed to cure 315 persons 

and we had 9 deaths, including 6 patients with comorbidities. We have succeeded 

thanks to our partnership with citizens, good coordination of the state institutions on all 

levels and in cooperation with other stakeholders in the society who gave their 

contribution in the fight against the invisible and unknown enemy. We owe immense 

gratitude to our international partners who helped us stop the spread of the pandemic 

through various types of cooperation, donation of medical and protection equipment, 

air transport, provision of medical, scientific and technological knowledge, and 



exchange of practices. We are now in the second and not less difficult stage of dealing 

with the crisis. It is the stage of trying to ensure recovery of our economy, keeping the 

jobs, and mitigating social problems that have an impact on our citizens' standard. 

Health challenges led us to the economic and existential uncertainty that we have to 

respond to using all the potentials our society has.  

National response is of vital importance, but it is completely clear that in the long run 

multilateralism is the best weapon in the fight against this crisis, just like against any 

other global threat. 

COVID-19 pandemic put the entire planet to a serious test, being the most difficult 

challenge for the health of mankind and for the global stability and development. We 

are to face a demanding period where we have to work together on addressing the 

consequences of the crisis.  

It is precisely in the circumstances of this kind that our parties, linked by common 

programme goals, should show with determination that we want and can open new 

political perspectives that will help us seek common answers to the challenges, 

preserving in that the fundamental values of Western democracies. I want to assure you 

that in that endeavour you can always count on full support of the Democratic Party of 

Socialists and Montenegro.  

Please accept the assurances of my highest esteem and warm regards. 

 

Milo Đukanović 






