


Following a rich and at the expense of the represents a major safeguard 
rewarding debate, the individual as an autonomous against the current corrupt 
following conclusions were agent can confound a practice of using a change of 
drawn with regards to: democratic process founded on power as a means of taking 

the principle of liberty and possession of the State to 
equality between men and exclusive ends which leads to 
women as citizens. the exclusion of others and 

results in serious political 
The first theme: The tensions. 
advancement, strengthening 2. All of these obstacles, 35 

and consolidation of however real, do not make
democracy on the continent: democracy an unattainable

goal on the African continent. 3. Resolutions
They bear witness to the fact

1. Although the process of that democracy represents a The establishment of a deep 
democratisation initiated on major challenge, which makes rooted democracy on the 
the continent a decade ago is the responsibility of African continent necessitates greater 

l now irreversible, it is still social democrats all the greater. involvement on the part of all 
hindered by some key factors. Of all the existing political socialist parties, particularly 

� 
These include: forces social democracy is best with regard to mobilising the 

qualified to set up measures available mechanisms and 
The material and intellectual for ensuring the promotion of resources or their updating 
poverty of many citizens, democracy as well as its within the framework of the 
which affects their ability and development on the continent. existing collaboration. To this 
faculty to deal with civic issues These qualifications are: end, the member parties of the 
and does not allow them to Socialist International are 
devote much of their time or, The universal nature of its expressly invited to contribute 
more essentially, skills to the aims, opposing any kind of to the effective mobilisation of 
management of public matters. discrimination, to secure unity the support necessary for the 
This is highly detrimental to and cohesion within countries, optimum development of 
the emergence of a truly civil particularly in these times of democratic organisations, 
society. great upheavals. notably with the aim of 

strengthening political parties 
Once in power, some political Its modern approach based on and the civil society, financing 
parties tend to make use of the its tradition of openness, the overhaul of electoral 
machinery of the State not to tolerance and integration. systems, etc., and supporting 
consolidate democratic Openness in the sense of training programmes in order 
principles and to serve the adhering to the ideals of a to raise the level of education 
public interest, but to act in the constitutional state, but also in and public awareness of the 
interest of a chosen few. In this the sense of its ability to population. 
instance, this is a gross effectively incorporate the 
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perversion of the alternation of current imperatives of the The establishment of 
power which grants undue economic and institutional democracy necessitates a 
rights to supporters of integration of the continent. modicum of material well-
victorious parties and denies being. The effective promotion 
legitimate citizens' rights to the Its essentially humanistic aims, of development programmes 
supporters of the parties that particularly in this era of ultra- also necessitates systems for 
have lost in the elections. liberalism, when States are the production of goods and 

literally forced to submit to the rendering of services within 
In order to get to power, some injunctions of international the context of a newly liberated 
political parties often resort to financial institutions. The global market. 
the covert manipulation of principles of solidarity 
ethnic or religious sentiment inherent in social democratic The member parties of the 
for reasons of pure self- values are of considerable Socialist International support 
interest, which leads to the benefit when it comes to the rethinking of all the ways 
emergence of a sense of defining a strategy capable of and means of the mechanisms 
identity severely detrimental to combining economic rigour and procedures to facilitate the 
national unity and cohesion. with social imperatives. effective use of skilled 

intellectual resources of 
Finally, the primacy accorded Finally, its total commitment to nationals of African countries. 
by African traditions to the democratic ideals within a 
collective and the community constitutional framework 








